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The Board of Trustees of 
the Rice school district 
held two meetings last 
Monday. A special meeting 
at 7 p.m. consisted of a 
public debate on the 
.W)posed seven percent 
tax revenue intrease; and 
afterwards, a regular 
meeting of the board was 
held. 

The public hearing was 
attended by only two 
people, but despite low 
attendance, the debate was 
spirited and to the point. 

Paul and Sue Causey, in 
audience, expressed the 
concern of many people. 

that being an explanation 
of why taxes needed to be 
raised. A surplus of over 
$200,000 remains in the 
school budget, and they 
wanted to know why the 
surplus was not used to 
keep the tax rate equal to 
last year's. 

Members of the board 
explained that most of the 
surplus was to be used to 
cover the district^ bonded 
indebtedness, which runs 
at $250,000 yearly. Also, 
the increase was viewed 
necessary to cover unex­
pected expenses that sur­
face during every school 

Jaws, van goal for fire 
department reached 

Complete Donor List on Page 3 

Equipment pictures on Page 5 

EAGL£ LAKE. TEXAS 77434 0067 THURSDAY. AUGUST 19. 1982 PHONE 713 234-2783 NUMBER 19 

V 

debate proposed tax revenues 
year. The high school 
needs a new roof, and that 
alone would deplete the 
surplus, it was argued. The 
increase sought, when 
budgeted, would end up 
leaving a shortage of about 
$23,000, with the projected 
96 percent collection rate. 
Superintendent Harold 
King said, "We would 
make it by taking from the 
surplus to cover the 
projected shortage." It was 
also pointed out that most 
peopled taxes would not go 
up, save those people 
whose property has signifi­
cantly gone up in value. 

Raitor's Note: Hie fol­
lowing w u written by L. 
J. "Sonny" Spaaihel, chief 
of the Eagle Lake \'olttn-
t^r Fire Department, to 
express their thAnko to the 
rommunity on reaching the 
$30,000 equipmeot goal.) ^ 

The members of the 
Eagle I>ake Volunteer Fire 
Department take this 
means to express our 
sincere thanks, apprecia­
tion, and deep gratitude to 
all the people who donated 
money,, materials, services, 
time and talent to our two 
recent projects. From the 
VFWs initial $5,000 pledge 
which got the van to 
rolling, you toight say, to 
Mrs. Curtis McClanahan's 
check to close out the 
balance, we say "God bless 
you all!" You, the gener­
ous, caring citizens of our 
community came forth-old 
and young, rich and poor. 
You gave your money, but 
just as important, you gave 
qs your physical support 

. ^ ' • -' JK- ' cHwrs to 
give their support. Your 
enthusiasm for our project 
has been tremendous! . 

And the men in the 
Department have reflected 

^ and been inspired by that 
enthusiasm. There is no 

record of the time spent 
poring over specs, examin-
ng rescue vans in other 

departments, designing, a-
daptiog, and performing 
the myriad of tasks to 
bring this dream to be a 
realization. Unfortunately, 
we didn't log the time put 
in especially by Chuck 
Stephens, Edward Sun 
derman, Ronnie Miller and 
Thurston Webb, who are 
predominately the ones 
who customized the van. 
Each man spent at least 25 
hours a week for the last 
two months fitting, weld­
ing, wiring and devising 
numerous ingenious fea­
tures. All the other 
firemen came down often 
to help in various ways. 

Individuals outside the 
Fire Department have 
been equally generous. 
Business fu-ms have do­
nated services and provid­
ed materials and equip­
ment. Mrs. Linda Baca 
drew the control panel 
mock-up to save us paying 
a high professional fee in 
Houston. David Delgado 
painted the van after the 
firemen had re-sanded and 
prepared it for the special 
paint job. Cecil H. Callagan 
made a custom frame for a 

Justice of the Peace M. Nf. (M«c) Jones haMnov«d 
his office from the second floor of the police 
station buildings to an office inside City Hall, 
vacated by the Cbainber' «A-' Cons!??*^;™'^''*^^ 
feared Ihe s teep stairs leading t o I t i s ^ d office 
were dangerous to the elderly. 

running board to protect 
against flying gravel. 

We are very proud of 
bur Rescue Van, and if we 
never had to roll it out of 
the station we would still 
feel it has been worth the 
effort and money. How­
ever, experience causes us 
to know that we will be 
called to use it-just as we 
have used the Hearst 
"Jaws of Life" twice since 
purchasing that tool. Your 
Volunteer Fire Depart­
ment to a man has the 
commitment to provide the 
community with the best 
possible fire protection. 
Our men practice and train 
regularly and respond to 
the alarms instantly. There 
has to be an inherent 
desire to serve, but each 
fireman is able to more 
easily shoulder that air-
pack or run with a heavy 
water hose when he knows 
his community is support­
ing him as ours does. 

Listed below is the 
record on our books 
showing donors to the fund 
for the van and "Jaws of 
Life". Not only does the 
Department thank you 
now, but each time in the 
years to come when you 
see or hear of the Rescue 
Van going out, you will 
know that a silent prayer 
is being said for each of 
you who helped make it 
possible. 

There are a few in­
dividuals whose contribu-
tions to this project do not 
appear on any list. They 
are the wives and children 
of the men who spent 
countless hours in this 
labor of love. Had they not 
generously allowed their 
husbands to take the time 
away from their families, 
the cost would have been 
doubled at least, and the 
personal, special innova-
tions woM 
sible. So a very special 
"Thanks!" to Donna, Cyn­
thia, Barbara and Sharon. 

The Rescue Van will be 
placed on display in front 
of the City Hall Friday 
afternoon at 5 p.m. and 
again Saturday from 9 a.m. 
-'May' God hold each of 

you in the' Palm of His 

L. J. "Sonny" Spanihel 
Chief 

Trustee Steve Balas, 
who has voted against the 
increase, said: "I want to 
say this, and all of you on 
the board know it, that we 
can take the surplus, add it 
to the budget and actually 
lower taxes by about 10 
percent. People in Eagle 
Lake are hurting, and we 
at the school are in good 
shape. We need to tighten 
our belts." 

But he was rfefuted by 
other members, particular­
ly secretary William Ap-
pelt, who said: "If we 
decrease the surplus and 
times get even harder, and 

we then have to raise taxei 
even much more than this 
increase, tell me when 
people will be madder. Our 
job is to continue to 
provide education to stu­
dents to the best of our 
abilities." 

President Ted Wiese 
added, "We need to roof 
the school, and that alone 
will cost us a quarter of a 
million dollars. I'd rather 
see that this is done. Also, 
the percentage we now get 
from oil and utilities could 
be drastically reduced in 
the future by any number 
of unforeseen fluctuations 

or business failures." 
Board vice-president Bil­

ly Hefner said: "I personal­
ly don't think we're being 
extravagant. All it would 
take would be a couple of 
unexpected disasters to 
get us into budgetary 
problems if this increase is 
not adopted." 

A date for a final vote on 
the adoption of the tax rate 
was scheduled, along with 
a budget hearing, for 
August 23rd. 

At the regular meeting, 
board approved accounts 
payable, and decided to 
step up paying 11-month 

employees in August; They 
had previously been paid in 
September. 

A new income schedule 
for qualifying students for 
the reduced-price or free 
meal program was also 
adopted. (Information will 
be provided.) 

John Engstrom, board 
member from Garwood, 
submitted his resignation 
from the board, "with 
regrets." The board ac­
cepted. 

The board also approved 
a measure to grant passes 
granting free admission to 
all school activities, to all 
regular employees of the 
Rice District. 

The final four positions 
open in the school district 
were filled as th% board 
accepted the fallowing 
personnel: ' 

Stan Michael Mitchell, 
part-time assistant princi­
pal at the Eagle Lake 

Middle School. He previ­
ously taught and coached 
in the Marlin Independent 
School District. Has six 
years experience and holds 
an administrative certifi­
cate. 

Lillie Ann Horecka, B.S. 
from Southwest Texas, and 
masters' from the Univer­
sity of Houston. Will teach 
math and biology. She has 
13 years excerience at 
Gonzales and Port Lavaca. 

Judy K. Engstrom, ba­
chelor's degree in business 
education and English. 
Two years' experience. 
Will teach business at Rice 
High. 

Claudette Powers will 
teach early childhood and 
first grade at Eagle Lake 
Primary School. Taught in 
the district last year. 
Re-hired on a hardship 
emergency permit while 
she gathers the necessary 
credentials. 
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Consolidated Fund 
becomes United Way 
after officials meet 

jfc 1 ^ " ^ ••--=-*> • 

Golf gpeens under repair 
The Recreation Center golf course is 
undergoing repairs and will remain 
closed for about two months. The 
common bermuda grass used on the 

greens is being replaced by a new 
Tif variety that will enhance 
payability. 

Headlight offices to 
move soon; telephone 
number to be changed 

The business and pro­
duction offices of The 
Eagle Lake Headlight will 
be moved August 26 to 220 
E. Main, Eagle Lake. The 
telephone number alao will 
be changed on that date to 
234-552L 

Laker Printing, formerly 
a part of The Headlight but 
now a separate company 
owned and operated by 
Jeff Frnka, will remain at 
it's present location, 123 N. 
McCarty, telephone 
234-3360. 

As was announced when 
the newspaper was sold 
last May, the relocation 
was necessary for expan­
sion of production facilities 
for the newspaper, and 

because of possible future 
requirements of the space 
where the newspaper is 
presently located, 123 N. 
McCarty Avenue. 

Although the telephone 
number change might be 
the most confusing to 
customers, the newspaper 
will have availble two lines 
into the office to better 
serve customers. If a 
customer dials 234-5521 
and that number is busy, it 
will ring on the office's 
second line. The news­
paper has a third line on 
reserve with Southwestern 
Bell if customer service 
indicates the need. 

Until August 26, only 
our present number. 

234-27S3, will be answered. 
The new quarters have 

been under renovation 
since early June. A 
photographic laboratory 
was constructed first and 
has been in use since late 
June. The remainder of the 
building includes a front 
reception area, another 
office, and the production 
room for typesetting and 
assembly of the newspaper 
pages. The rear of the 
building will- be used each 
Wednesday to prepare the 
printed newspapers for 
mailing and distribution 

An open house for the 
business is planned for late 
September. 

Officials of the Eagle 
Lake Consolidated Fund 
met Tuesday, July 27 in 
the community hospital's 
conference room, to elect 
officials and directors for 
1982 
198^-83, thus initiating 
plans for the community-
wide campaign to be 
conducted here this fall. 
During the meeting it was 
decided to change the 
name of the annual fund 
drive from the Eagle Lake 
Consolidated Fund to the 
United Way of Eagle Lake. 

The Rev. Melburn Sibley 
was re-elected president: 
William H. Harrison. Jr., 
vice-president; and other 
officers will be: Mrs. 
Laurel Holden, treasurer; 
and Mrs. Paulette Klock-
man, secretary. 

Victor A. Scott, who 
headed the very successful 
fund drive in 1981, will 
again serve as chairman 
for the 1982 drive. 

Four new directors were 
named for three-year 
terms, including Mrs. Phyl-. 
lis Thomas, Claudine 
Shorter, Clark Powers and 
the Rev. Ray Widacki. 
Directors whose terms 
carry over in 1982 83 
include: (2 years) Fred 
Frnka, Mrs. Ernie Som-
merlatte, Mrs. Klockman 
and Harrison; (1 year) Mrs. 
Holden, Scott, Sibley and 
Gene Brown. 

Retiring from the board 
after many years of service 
are: Jim Stansel, former 
president and fund drive 

Chamber business continues; 
office closing misinterpreted 

"We're not closed," just 
the office, was a comment 
made Monday during the 
Eagle Lake Chamber of 

oarff of direc 
tors meeting. 

The comment was made 
in reaction to statements 
heard since the chamber 
closed its office last month 
for financial reasons. The 
office was located in the 
municifSal building. 

"How many years did we 
operate without an official 
office?" asked chamber 

established in the munici­
pal building, day-to-day 
chamber business was 
conducted through the 
Eagle nSie Headlight 
offices on McCarty Ave­
nue. 

Van Nort said telephone 
business can be conducted 
by calling 234-7421. 

t The board of directors 
will continue to meet on 
tbe third Monday of each 
month at Broesche's Res 
taurant. For the near 
future, chamber literature 

The board also voted to 
participate again this year 
in the Colorado County 
Fair scheduled next month. 
They agreed to rent booth 
space for $50, to represent 
the city to fairgoers. 
Literature on the city will 
be available. The booth will 
be manned. 

Last year, the Pink 
Ladies manned the booth 
for the chamber, but 
decided not to do so this 
year. Also, rather than 
have the booth undei^ the 

the Sunday night dance 
from the Veterans Com­
munity Center to the new 
Knights of Columbus hall. 

chairman (2 years); Bill 
Appelt; Jim Clipson, Jr., 
and the Rev. George 
Welsch (retiring secre­
tary). Board president 
Sibley paid tribute to the 

.^virwg «iirectotsvfor 
the fine service rendered 
during the past decade or 
so, and presented each 
with an engraved plaque 
expressing appreciation 
from the citizens of Eagle 
Lake r-"»"^unity for this 
fine service. 

The name of the annual 
fund drive was changed to 
the United Way of Eagle 
Lake. The Consolidated 
Fund has been a member 
of the United Way for. 
many years, and it was felt 
that the change would give 
the local fund drive the 
best advantage of promo­
tional efforts by the 
National United Way 
organization. 

The directors received a 
financial statement which 
pointed out that the 
1981 82 drive netted 
113.549.03, more than the 
$12,000 goal set for the 
benefit of 14 worthy 
agencies. A total of 
$13,579.28 has been distri­
buted to the agencies, and 
$509.61 remains, to start 
the new year. 

An audit of funds was ' 
approved by the directors 
at a prior meeting and is 
expected to be presented 
in the near future. 

President Sibley said 
that letters have been .sent 
out to agencies which 
participated in the last 
fund -driv*, -asking ~fof— 
information on how the 
local funds contributed to 
the respective organiza­
tions are being spent. 
Another meeting is expect­
ed to be held in late 
August, when a budget for 
the 1982 83 fund drive wiU 
be established/ and final 
plans made for the annual 
campaign, tentatively set 
in October. 

Jort dui-ing tbe boar»» 
regular uMHithly meeting<^ 
Before the office was square. 

••*f^!»fMfi»Mfi*yi(!BL >i<fe::*«»t at the ftar.'i^lnSi be 
—d t the'wiitrfl' PDWW—toaiTed inside. 
and light offices on the The fair is tentatively 

changing the location of 

That change would free the 
center for booths. Booth 
space also will be available 
in the armory. 

The board also voted to 
allow the United Way 
campaign to use the 
chamber's post office box, 
number 271. The request 
was made to establish a 
permanent address for the 
United Way. ratfaa^^Vi 
changing the fund's sta~ 
tionery each year. 

S M C H A M B E R P ^ C K 

COfflmunity Cafenda' 
listings solicited 

The Community Calen^ 
dar for September, spon­
sored by The First Nation­
al Bank of Eagle Lake, and 
published monthly in the 
Headlight, will be publish 
ed in next week's is»Oe of 
the Headlight. 

If you have an activity 
vou WMiUtJiln̂  ta publish in 

The RStidgs, please cdl tbe 
Headlight office at 
234 2783, by noon Monday, 
August 23 

\ 
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